Introduction
Until recently, the sole reliable method to evaluate anti-Mycobacterium leprae activity of a given antimicrobial agent has been one that uses a mouse footpad model, which takes at least 6 to 12 months to obtain satisfactory results. Although some attempts have been made to assess antimicrobial activities of test drugs by measuring the metabolic activity of organisms in terms of incorporation of
[14C] palmitic acid into phenolic glycolipid-1, 7, 13) [3H] thymidine incorporation11) and ATP content, 3) or by performing vital staining of leprosy bacilli using fluorescein diacetate-ethidium bromide staining method.24) However, these methods lack simplicity; hence, they are difficult to use for As shown in Table 3 , it should be noted that cip- [4] [5] [6] 8, 9, 19, 20, 25) c ) Manuscript submitted.
